ABOUT BRUSHES

The hair used in your brush will affect how much wash it can hold, how long it lasts and how it performs.  Natural hairs are best, but can wear out quite quickly. In  my opinion, the best option is a synthetic and natural hair mix, certainly for beginners. 
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ROUND: The “standard” watercolour 

brush shape. 
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   Versatile- it will do just about everything you        

    will need from a brush.
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         FAN Used to great effect by some artists for foliage.

          Limited use, most people buy one and hardly use it.
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           ONE STROKE Also known as flat, square, square ended or chisel.

            Good for regular mechanical marks such as bricks.

Less versatile than round, but useful.

Hakes are large one strokes of Japanese origin.



MOPS Originally used by polishers.


Typified by “quill” ferrule tied with brass                  

            wire.





Squirrel hair gives massive holding capacity.





An excellent brush but often very pricey.


        FILBERT A sort of rounded-end one stroke.

Useful in a limited way. The shape varies between

manufacturers. 

Large squirrel filberts may be called wash brushes.


RIGGER Long, thin visible hair. Designed for painting 

                                              rigging on tall ships (hence the name).

          Useful for detail such as twigs, grass stalks, wire 

          on fences etc.

 And these are only the most common! There are lots of others such as sword liners and ones with famous artists’ names on the handles. Be cautious when you buy brushes – talk to your tutor or an experienced artist before handing over your money and never buy a brush just because it has a famous name attached to it.
All the opinions expressed above are my own and are presented as such. I am experienced, but am also pretty cynical at time, USE YOUR OWN JUDGEMENT
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