Another Perspective

To state simplistically what is a complex relationship - linear perspective relies on two basics to create the illusion of distance on a two dimensional piece of paper. Overlapping shapes imply that one lies behind the other; objects known to be of similar size but which are shown as large and small will indicate that the smaller is behind the larger.

A second perspective exists for the painter to exploit. This is known as aerial perspective.
In the real world, the layers of atmosphere, and all it contains, make distant objects assume a bluer colour than those near to us. For some considerable time artists have exploited this fact.

In the two rectangles on the left, the red appears to come forward slightly. But, given the strength of the chosen colours, it’s not that convincing is it?

Another effect of aerial perspective is to make distant objects appear weaker coloured, so if we weaken the blue we should increase the effect.

A third effect of distance is to flatten contrast. Thus we can reduce tonal contrast for distant objects.

Now if we add together all the effects of perspective:

· Make distant object smaller
· .Overlap objects
· Make distant object bluer (warm colours advance, cool colours recede).
· Make distant object weaker in hue.
· Introduce stronger contrast in the foreground–

We should begin to create a better illusion of distance.







My use of the computer is not particularly subtle in showing the effects, but the two diagrams above give a feel for the effect. The rectangles on the right do show that good use of contrast and weakening tone can help the eye to interpret the illusion as distance.

Watercolour can be the most subtle of media and with a little practice really convincing results are available.[image: image1.png]
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