WATERCOLOUR

Brush Maintenance (see also “About Brushes”)

Brush maintenance begins with good habits.

NB: in this context, bristles refers to the natural or synthetic hairs of the brush.

· NEVER stand a brush in a water container, bristles down.

· Store brushes properly. It is good practice to use a plastic tapestry canvas laced with elastic to store, protect and carry brushes. Store them in the tapestry roll with the bristles down. This allows moisture to drain away from the ferrule. Water collected in the ferrule can cause mildew to damage the bristles. There are similar devices available commercially if you don’t fancy diy. I currently use a pouch designed for brushes and there are available rolls made from thin bamboo strips stitched together.
· Rosemary and Co. (formerly ABS), who make brushes by hand, recommend that bristles are periodically treated with hair conditioner. This is particularly important to natural hairs, restoring the natural balance of oils.

· Use the brush sensitively. Holding the point of the handle in a way that is sympathetic to the mark you are making will reduce wear on the bristles.

· Use a cheap synthetic brush to mix colours. Use your expensive, natural hair brushes for applying paint to paper.

· NEVER use good quality brushes to apply masking fluid. For covering large areas I use the brushes that come in a wide selection in a packet described as artists’ brushes but are found in remaindered books stores or on market stalls. A reed pen (my choice for more accurate work) or those synthetic things for pastel painting that look like a brush with an eraser for bristles make good choices, both can be cleaned of dried latex. Brushes contaminated with dried out masking fluid are generally ruined.
Brushes will sometimes show splayed bristles, generally because they have come into contact with a foreign object whilst drying out after a session. If you have a brush with splayed bristles try the following:-

1. Gently wash the brush in clean water.

2. Place a minute amount of hair conditioner in the palm of your hand and gently work into the bristles.

3. Gently shape the brush with your fingers.

4. Allow to dry out, bristles down but not in contact with anything.

If this does not restore the brush to normal:-

5. Dip the bristles into gum arabic.

6. Gently shape the brush with your fingers. As the gum dries it should act like a starch, holding the shape.

7. Store the brush bristles down but not in contact with anything  for a day or two.

8. After a couple of days, use the brush as normal. The water will dissolve out the gum arabic.

* * * * * *
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