Using a Grid
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Grids can be used on photos to scale up or down to suit your paper/canvas etc.  They can help you to place features correctly within an image and can sort out perspective issues. It is a good idea to use squares, then whatever size you choose for your vertical axis when you enlarge will be the same for your horizontal axis.
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Here the grids on the source photo and the paper are both labelled    A,B,C etc along the horizontal axis (columns) and 
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1,2,3 etc down the vertical (rows). This helps avoid confusion later when things may get complicated. 


On the right- one way to approach using a grid is to mark reference points with a dot of the pencil (2B in my case). I’ve chosen the point where the cat’s head intersects the gridline between C and D as one reference. You can see that it is approximately in the same position on the photo grid and on the painting grid (about an eight of the way down the vertical axis of the square in both cases and, obviously on the line).
 I chose a number of points which were relatively easy to calculate in terms of location. The ear tip (left as we view it) coincides with a horizontal line (the line between rows 1 and 2)  in column C for instance. 


By connecting the pencil points (circled at left), the curve of the head can be described fairly accurately.
If you want to record more detail in a tricky square, you                   






can further divide it. 

In the example left, I’ve highlighted square D2 on the photo in yellow. To get a more accurate rendition around the eyes, it can be further divided (white broken lines) and the smaller grid squares used in the same way as the major grid. You can selectively sub-divide any individual square and repeat on your drawing/painting.
The cat is a simple example, but this technique can be used on more difficult subjects such as portraits where it is good practice to at least resemble the subject. It is also particularly useful for painting/drawing buildings and sorts out perspective for you.

You may have seen perspective aids for sale which utilise this approach. You can make your own with a frame of cardboard. Divide the window in the card with cotton taped to the card to make a grid and hold it up to your subject en plein aire then copy the grid onto your chosen paper/canvas. You must remember to hold the card in the same place relative to your eyes each time you hold it up to check a feature. Van Gogh had a blacksmith knock up a grid on a stand  to take into the field with him, that way he always got the same view if he moved neither himself or the grid.






                                       And here’s the finished cat.
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